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was continued till the 29th of September, 1743, and
from thence to the end of the then next session of
parliament.

CHAP. XVII.

Of the peculiar value of credit and a good name
among tradesmen, illustrated by two remarkable
instances. How careful men in trade, of all
people, should be of raising or propagating slan-
der against one another. A tradesman in con-
tinual danger from evil tongues, as well from
the ladies as his own sex. A remarkable instance
of it. Hoiu persons should act when others in-
quire of them concerning their neighbours cha-
racters. Inference from the tradesman's liable-
ness to ruin from rumour, that it behoves him to
be modest and humble, and make no enemies. An
insidious way of wounding a neighbour's repu-
tation* How the person using it should be treated
by mankind.

I HAVE dwelt long upon the tradesman's manage-
ment of himself, in order to his due preserving both
his business and his reputation; let me bestow one
chapter upon the tradesman, for his conduct among
his neighbours and fellow-tradesmen.

Credit is so much a tradesman's blessing, that it
is the choicest ware he deals in, and he cannot be
too chary of it, when he has it, or buy it too dear
when he wants it; it is a stock to his warehouse; it
is current money in his cash-chest; it accepts all
his bills ; for it is on the fund of his credit that he